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Whoever has obſerved the many miſtakes, into which men 


are apt to fall, reſpecting the true nature of prayer, will per- 


ceive how important it is to inſiſt upon theſe requiſites, in the 
performance of that duty. The oppoſite extremes of enthu- 
fiaſm and lukewarmneſs would be avoided, by duly attending 
to the rule which St. Paul here lays down for the regulation 
of his own devotions. Enthufiaſm is the error of thoſe who 
do not “pray with the underſtanding;” who imagine that 
devotion conſiſts in certain vehement effuſions of the ſpirit, 
poured forth with unpremeditated ardour, dictated by internal 
feelings only, and yielding implicitly to the impreſſions of a 


heated imagination. Lukewarmneſs is the error of thoſe 


who, ambitious of being thought rational worſhippers, ſup- 
preſs, as much as poſſible, every emotion of the heart; ap- 


proaching the Almighty with cold and phlegmatic apathy, or 


with the familiar eaſe of colloquial intercourſe, rather than 


with the. deep ſentiments of contrition and reverence, due 
from ſinful creatures to an offended Creator. Theſe are they 
who pray not with the ſpirit;“ reducing all faith, piety, 
penitence, or gratitude, within the compaſs of their own nar⸗ 
row underſtandings, uninfluenced by the diſpoſitions that cha- 
, racterize an humble and devout ſupplicant. 


Both theſe errors betray a weakneſs of judgment, incapable 
of difcerning the union that ought to ſubſiſt between the ſpirit 
and the underſtanding, in order to the acceptable performance 
of any religious ſervice. Enthufiaſm expoſes the mind to the 
deluſions of paſſion and imagination, without guidance or re- 
ſtraint: Lukewarmneſs deadens thoſe feelings of the heart, 

N Which 


l 
which were given us for the wiſeſt purpoſes, and which can 
never be more uſefully aud laudably called into action, than in 
the ſervice of our Creator. In either caſe, the true purpole of 
Divine worſhip is loſt. Prayer without the fpirit, 1s lifeleſs 
and vain. Prayer without the underſtanding, is unmeaning 
rant and extravagance. 


Of the ſad effects conſequent upon either of theſe extremes, 
when it happens to be generally prevalent, the hiſtory of our 
own country affords very ſtriking examples. In the zra of 
Popiſh darknels, the evils of enthuſiaſm were ſorely felt. The 
performance of public worſhip in a language not underſtood 
by the people, tended to keep them in groſs ignorance; and as 
the Scriptures were neither ſuffered to be read by the laity, nor 
even tranſlated into the vernacular language, that ignorance be- 
came invincible. Deplorable errors, both in belief and prac- 
tice, were the neceſſary conſequence. Doctrines were en- 
grafted upon the Chriſtian faith, unauthorized by Holy Writ, 
and even irreconcileable with its plaineſt declarations. Super- 
ſtitious, if not impious cercmonies, were ſuppoſed to atone for 
moral depravities of the worſt kind; and the life and fubſtance 
of true religion, were ſacrificed to an oſtentatious, Phariſaical 
ſyſtem of outward obſervances. 


Another remarkable inſtance of the evils of euthuſiaſm is. 
recorded likewiſe in our annals, though of an aſpe& and com- 
plexion entirely different from the former. In that unfortu- 
nate period, when the pure and moderate ſpirit of our reformed 
Church was overpowered, for a time, by republican fanaticiſm 
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and intolerance, effects ſcarcely leſs dreadful, though of a very 
different kind, overſpread the nation. The Scriptures, it is 
true, were in the hands of every one. But the perverſion of 
them to every purpoſe of licentiouſneſs, diſobedience, ſchifm, 
and rapine, too plainly proved the fatal conſequences of propa- 
cating a ſpirit of religious enthuſiaſm, without diſcretion and 
without underſtanding. 


To this period a reign ſucceeded, which no leſs ſtrongly ex- 
emplified the evils of the oppoſite error. A general luxewarm- 
neſs, or rather an utter indifference to religion, followed cloſe 
upon enthuſiaſm. The ridicule which baniſhed the one, in- 
troduced the other. Indifference led the way to infidelity ; 
and, the ſpirit of religion once extinguiſhed, a cold, philoſo- 
phical ſcepticiſm uſurped its place. Similar diſpoſitions are 
likewiſe apparent in our own times; and many of thoſe who 
are moſt remarkable for ſuch diſpoſitions themſelves, and moſt. 
induſtrious to inſtil them into others, direct their endeavours 
towards damping the ſpirit of piety, and eſpecially that part of 
it which is exerciſed in prayer and public worſhip, as one of 
the firſt requiſites towards the accompliſhment of their pur- 
poſe. 


Nor is this to be wondered at, when we reflect how inti- 
mately the duty of prayer is connected with our religious con- 
duct in general. As the neglect or obſervance of this duty 
will, for the moſt part, be accompanied with the neglect or 
obſervance of other Chriſtian duties; ſo the manner in which 

our devotions are performed, will, in. general, diſcover the 
; | complexion 
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complexion of our religious character. If we are hurried into 
exceſſes by an enthuſiaſtic ſpirit, our prayers will be tinctured 
with the ſame ſpirit: if we are lukewarm and indifferent about 
religious concerns, our prayers will be ſo likewiſe. But where 
we meet with a man who © prays with the ſpirit and with 
the underſtanding alſo, we naturally expect to find the general 
tenor of his conduct diſtinguithed by purity of principle and 
conſiſtency of practice. 


This ſerves to ſhew how neceſſary it is, that great care and 
judgment ſhould be uſed in ſelecting devotions for ourſelves, 
in preſcribing forms of them to others, and, above all, in fram- 
ing a Liturgy for public uſe. The great argument for the uſe 
of any pre-compoſed form of prayer, is the neceſlity of ſecur- 
ing men from enthuſiaſm or indifference: and an argument it 
is, that none will find it eaſy to controvert. The fame conſi- 
deration proves likewiſe the importance of framing all manuals 
of devotion, and eſpecially thoſe intended for the public ſervice 
of the Church, in the plaineſt, and yet in the moſt forcible and 


Ser getic manner. 


And here we are naturally led to conſider the peculiar and © 
acknowledged excellence of our own Liturgy, which preſerves 
the moſt han medium between thoſe extremes, being emi- 
nently diſtinguiſhed, on the one hand, by the ſpirit of piety 
that pervades it, and no lefs fo, on the other, by its perſpi- 
cuous and beautiful fimplicity. The diſcretion of its compilers 
affords, indeed, abundant proof, that they were actuated by 
the * ſpirit that can ever render a reformation in any thing 
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appertaining to religion, really beneficial. We trace in them 


nothing of the hoſtility of party prejudice, nothing of raſh and 


haſty innovation. The ritual of the Romiſh Church, though 


compoſed in the Latin tongue, and clogged with ſuperſtitious 


and exceptionable forms, was yet, in many parts of it, truly 
{criptural, and well calculated for the comfort and edification 


of pious worſhippers. The firſt object, therefore, with our 


Reformers was, to purge it of its ſeveral errors, in order to 


make it conformable to the ſtandard of Scripture truth, and the 
practice of the pureſt ages of the Church: the next, to render 


it generally edifying by tranſlating it into our own language. 


The Doctrines of the Church of Rome were the great object 


of- reformation among the Proteſtants : and the Liturgy re- 
quired only to be cleared of thoſe doctrines, and made intelli- 


gible to Chriſtians in general. Accordingly, ſome of the moſt 


admired parts of our Book of Common Prayer, were taken al- 
moſt literally from the Romith Ritual: and this, ſo far from 


being any reaſonable objection to it, proves that its compilers 


had nothing in view but the real benefit and edification of the 


Church, and were guided by the true ſpirit of moderation and 


Chriſtian candour. 


— 


On the other hand, they were firm and reſolute in expung- 


ing from the Public Service, whatever appeared contrary to 


the word of God, or was liable to abuſe and miſconſtruction. 
This was done with a cautious, but ſteady hand. Truth 
makes no compromiſe with error: Purity of worſhip cannot 


conſiſt with profane or idolatrous tenets. Every thing, there- 
fore, relating | to the adoration of the hoſt, to the worſhipping 


of 


1 
of images, to the invocation of ſaints, and ſuch like unſcrip- 
tural devotions, were totally and unequivocally rejected. Even 
ſach ceremonies or expreſſions as had a tendency to lead men 
into theſe errors, were laid aſide; and others were ſubſtituted 
in their ſtead, which could not be a ſtumbling block, or. juſt 
cauſe of offence, to any conſiderate or ſober- minded perſon. 
Many excellent prayers, colle&s, thankſgivings, and occafional 
forms were hkewiſe introduced, not only highly uſeful as 
offices of devotion, but alſo eminently beneficial to thoſe who 
uſe them, by the religious inſtruction they convey. Our Li- 
turgy, indeed, in its preſent ſtate, is a moſt valuable repoſitory 
of Chriſtian knowledge. It ſerves as a manual of faith and 
practice; nor can any perſon be thoroughly converſant in it, 
without finding his underſtanding * his _— 
ſpiritualized, W his heart improved. 


The comprehen/rvenefs of our 3 is alſo another power- 
ful recommendation in its favour. It contains devotions 
adapted to all perſons, under all circumſtances, and in all con- 
ditions of life. Every bleſſing that we ought to deſire, whe- 
ther temporal or ſpiritual, we are here inſtructed to pray for. 
Every offence that we have committed, or are liable to com- 
mit, is here ſolemnly deprecated. Every duty that we owe to 
God, to our neighbour, or to ourſelves, is either diſtinctly in- 
culcated, or clearly implied, in ſome part or other of this ad- 
mirable compilation. And yet is the whole daily ſervice ſo 
conciſe and ſimple, that it would be difficult for any perſon, 

however faſtidious, to ſay what particular portion of it could 
be omitted, without at the ſame time omitting ſome precept, 
ſome 
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ſome inſtruction, or ſome petition, which is really proper and 
neceſſary. 


Such was the zeal, the purity, and the moderation, of the 
Reformers of the Church of Eugland; a Church, which as to 
its doctrines, its diſcipline, and its worſhip, may ſafely chal- 
lenge a compariſon with any other Church in Chriſtendom. 
The ſpirit which actuated many other of the reformed 
Churches, appears, indeed, to have been of too violent and 
acrimonious a nature. Impreſſed, at fiiſt, with juſt indigna- 
tion at the corruptions of the Church of Rome, they ſeem to 
have thought it impoſſible to ſeparate from her too widely; 
and in their zeal to correct abuſes, to have forgotten, that to 
reform is not to deſtroy. Hence, the primitive ordinances, and 
even the primitive faith, of the pureſt ages of Chriſtianity, 
have by ſome of theſe Churches been, in ſeveral inſtances, 
rudely ſhaken, or inconſiderately abandoned. In ſome, epiſco- 
pacy has been totally aboliſhed, and with it, many eſſential 
qualifications of the prieſthood. Others have proſcribed the 
uſe of any pre- compoſed liturgies. Almoſt all have, in ſome 
particulars, relinquiſhed doctrines or ceremonies plainly dedu- 
cible from primitive and even apoſtolical practice, as well as 
agreeable to the general tenor of the Scriptures. It is melan- 
choly alſo to remark, that the greater part of thoſe hereſies, 
ſchiſms, and ſe&s of whatever denomination, fo abundant in 
our own country, are, generally ſpeaking, the offspring of thoſe 
Churches, who, by carrying the work of reformation too far, 
and urging | it with indiſcriminate ardor, looſened the very 


PRO 
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principles of their own members, and made an opening for a 
vaſt inundation of licentiouſneſs and diſorder. 


The ſpirit of what is called reform in theſe our days, joined 
with our experience of the paſt, ſhould operate as a warning 
of the danger of yielding to any ſuggeſtions of improvement in 


matters ”, Religion, except ſuch as may be abſolutely neceſ- 


ſary for the purity of our worſhip, and ſuch likewiſe as may 
be compatible with the preſervation of order, and of inſtitutions 
ſacred in their origin, and whoſe continuance is, therefore, in- 
diſpenſable. But the objections raiſed by modern reformers, 


are moſtly, if not entirely, of a kind that will not admit of this 
accommodation. The doctrines of the Church are impugned 
its authority is called in queſtion; its dz/crp/rne is ſet at nought. 


Objections, which ſtrike ſo deeply at the root of our venerable 
eſtabliſhment, cannot with ſafety be even taken into confidera- 


tion. To remove them, would be to deſtroy the Church itſelf: 


and although the propoſed amendments may come under ſuch 
a ſpecious form as not to betray their real tendency, yet, from 
a review of the avowed principles of many of theſe reformers, 
and the connection they maintain with perſons in open hoſtility 


| to our eſtabliſnment, little doubt can be entertained of the end 


propoſed by ſuch innovations, and of the conſequences which 


would ultimately enſue. 


Upon the preſervation, therefore, of our ä * 
in its preſent improved ſtate, muſt depend, in a great meaſure, 


the preſervation of the Church of England: and although no 
one can be ſo blindly attached to it as to ſuppoſe it perfect, or 


to 
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to deny that it may be in ſome reſpects improveable, yet we 
may confidently aſſert, that it contains little that can give of- 


fence to any who believe in its dofrines; and that thoſe who. 


diſbelieve its doctrines are bound, in the firſt place, to diſprove 
the truth of them, before they plead for ſuch an alteration of 
the Liturgy as would adapt it to their opinions. 


From this view of the reſpectable authority of our Church 


Service, as well as of its great value and utility, we fee how 
neceſlary it 1s, for the * both of the Church and of its 


members, that every perſon who is baptized into it, ſhould be 


inſtructed in its Ritual, and habituated to the regular obſerv- 
ance of it, as early as poſſible. This is neceſſary on various ac- 
counts. Infant piety, we are plainly taught, is acceptable to 
God. In token of this, our bleſſed Lord commanded children 


to be brought unto him; and, on another remarkable occaſion, 


he reminded the chief prieſts and ſcribes of the faying of the 


inſpired Pſalmiſt, <** out of the mouth of babes and ſucklings 
thou haſt perfected praiſe.” The prayers of children may 
therefore well be conſidered as an offering which God will not 


deſpiſe. But it is further neceſſary on their own account, as 


the moſt eaſy and natural means of inſtilling into them good 
principles, and thereby preparing them to become worthy 


members of the Church, and of ſociety at large There is, 


indeed, no method more effectual for inſtructing children in 


moral and religious duties, than the practice of prayer. The 


knowledge that is obtained by it, enters the mind almoſt im- 


perceptibly ; but it makes a ſtroag and laſting impreſſion: and 


the impreſſion that is made by the uſe of ſueh a Liturgy as 
our's, 


- . 
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our's, can hardly fail to have the moſt happy influence upon 
the conduct. A child who is trained regularly to hear and to 
repeat the excellent admonitions and encouragements it con- 
tains, (and eſpecially if he is taught to uſe ſome portion of it 
in his daily private prayers) muſt be better prepared than by 
any other mode of diſcipline, to encounter the temptations of 
an evil world, to hold faſt his integrity,” and to acquit 
himſelf throughout as an uſeful and exemplary Chriſtian. 


N othing, therefore, could more decdy magifct the excel- 
lent diſpoſition and ſound judgment of that benevolent man, 
in conformity to whoſe directions we are this day aflembled 
together, than his defire thus to connect the charitable: educa- 
tion of children with an attachment to the doctrines and li- 
turgy of our Church. It proves how thoroughly he wag ac- 
quainted with the human heart, and how clearly he perceived 
the ſovereign remedy for its carruptions. Theſe corruptions 
are indeed incurable by mere human means. The Spirit of 
God” muſt help our infirmities,” and purify our affec- 
tions,” before we can render him acceptable ſervice. Such, 
therefore, as are inſtructed how to pray to Him for his Holy 
Spirit, and are brought up in that worſhip and obedience which 
is neceſſary to entitle them to the mercies of, God through 
Chriſt, will be made moſt capable of ſecuring an inheritance 
in his n W e 


If, then, we —_ render real ſervice to ourſelves, and to 
the community of which we are members, it becomes us to 


imitats this laudable example, as far as our opportunities and 
D--. _ abilities 
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abilities extend. The charity that provides for the body, bot 


neglects the ſoul, is periſhable and, comparatively, of little 
moment. Lay the foundation of good Chriſtian principles in 
the hearts of thoſe whom you take under your protection, and 
you prepare the way for making every other gift you can be- 
ſtow upon them, a real bleſſing. But without this, though 
you could give them all this world's goods, it would avail little 
to their true happineſs. Let them be inſtructed in the doc- 


trine and principles of our excellent Church, and brought up 


in a habit of regular and conſtant attendance upon its holy or- 
dinances.—They will learn from thence the great duties of 


their calling, how to abound, and how to ſuffer need,” to 


„ uſe this world, ſo as not to abuſe it,” and to - adorn the 


doctrine of God our Saviour in all things.” Then, whatever 


may be their earthly deſtination or circumſtances, they will 
indeed be rich, ** rich in faith, and heirs of the promiſes,” 


full of hope in this life, and prepared for immortality in the 


FINIS. 


Extract from the laſt Will of Mr. Jom Hutchins, Citizen and 
Goldſmith. N 


THAT the Truſtees yearly, on every 25th 
Day of April, at all times thence aſter for ever, procure a Sermon to 
be preached in the Pariſh Church of St. Mary le Bow, London, by 
ſome able Miniſter of the Church of England, who ſhall be defired in | 
ſuch Sermon, to enforce and recommend the excellency and uſe of 
the Liturgy of the Church of England, and to ſet forth the advantages 
which do, and may reaſonably be expected to accrue to ſuch poor „ 
Children as are educated in the Doctrine and Principles of the ſaid 
Church, by voluntary Subſcriptions and Contributions in the ſeveral 
Schools in and about this City and Kingdom, commonly called Cha- 
rity Schools. And I do defire, that the Maſter and Miſtreſs, with the 
Children belonging to the Cordwainer and Bread Street Wards Cha- 
rity School, do duly and orderly attend and be preſent during the * 
time of Divine Service; and unto each and every of the Children ſo | _." 
attending, a Threepenny White Loaf of Bread and Threepence in _- +, 
Money, to be given immediately after the ſaid Sermon be ended; 
and the Reſidue and Remainder of all the Rents and Profits of the 
ſaid Eſtate and Premiſes, to be applied toward the Education and 
Cloathing of the poor Children belonging to the faid School. 
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